LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY
speech  delivered   at caxton  hall   on   election  to  the
leadership   of   the   conservative   and   unionist   party
october 9 1940
September 27. Japan joins the Axis by signing a military and
economic fact with Germany and Italy,
October 3. For reasons of ill health Mr. Neville Chamberlain
resigns from the Government and from the leadership
of the Conservative Party.
[October 9, 1940.
I
 FEEL very much honoured that you have thought of calling
me to assume the high and important task of leading the
Conservative Party. The loss we have suffered and which I have
suffered through the illness which has forced our late leader,
Mr. Neville Chamberlain, to withdraw from active public life is
heavy and painful. The thoughts and the wishes with which we
follow him into his retirement are those of personal regard, and of
respect and admiration for the courage and the integrity which
have animated every action of his life,
It is now three years ~since I stood here and seconded the
proposal that he should become our leader, and during the last
thirteen months, some of which seem to count as if they were years,
I was either his lieutenant or the head of the Government in which
he so loyally and selflessly served. During that period our friend-
ship, which was to some extent on both sides inherited, was welded
in the fires of war into a comradeship of mutual trust and close
identity of view. He has fallen out of our fighting ranks, and we
must fill the gap in the Government and in the Party promptly and
as best we may.
Before deciding to accept the trust and honour you wish to
give me, I have asked myself two questions. The first is whether
the leadership of a great party is compatible with the position I
hold from King and Parliament as Prime Minister of an Administra-
tion composed of and officially supported by all parties. Un-
fortunately there are arguments both ways.
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